
Many will remember Gwilym Evans from the times he has worshipped
with us at Spanish Place: he was ordained to the diaconate on 8th May for
the Fraternity of Saint Peter at their Wigratzbad Seminary in Bavaria. Keep
Gwilym in your prayers as he prepares for priestly ordination.

At present, the confessionals in church are not being used for the
Sacrament of Reconciliation but please feel free to ring at the rectory
door at any reasonable time and ask for a priest to hear your confession in
the house parlour.

Now that restrictions on the number allowed at marriages is about to be
relaxed there has been a flurry of interest – some of the couples, having
postponed last year, are now planning for this summer or autumn, while
others are playing safe and opting for dates in 2022. A reminder, though, of
the diocesan advice that the assembling of paperwork, obtaining any
necessary permissions and the formal preparation, should usually be
spread over six months.

The original “Novena” of prayer was offered in the nine days after the
Ascension of Jesus as the Disciples awaited Pentecost. We join with
Christians throughout the world in asking for a renewal of the gifts of the
Holy Spirit. This is a literal translation of the 9th century hymn “Veni,
Creator Spiritus”: 
“Creator Spirit, come and visit the souls that are yours: fill with heavenly
grace the hearts that you created. You are called by the names of
Paraclete, gift of God most high, spring of life, fire, love and the soul’s
anointing. Seven gifts are yours to give. You are the finger of the Father’s
right hand. You the clear promise of the Father, give our tongues the grace
of speech. Kindle a light in our minds, your love into our hearts and uphold
with your unfailing strength the frailty of our human nature. Drive our
enemy far from us and give us always the gift of peace; so may it be that,
with your grace ever guiding us in this way, we may avoid all that is sinful.
Grant that through you we may know the Father and the Son, and may we
ever believe you to be the Spirit of both the Father and the Son”.

If you can help the parish either
by a one-off donation or by a
commitment to regular giving, it
would be greatly appreciated.
More information from the parish
office or use the bank details set
out below:-

HSBC 69 Pall Mall, 
London SW1Y 5EY
Sort code: 40-05-20 
Acc no: 91094394    

WRCDT Spanish Place

There is a new way
to give.

Three “digital collection plates” can
now be found in the church. They can
be used to make donations using
contactless or chip and pin (and directed
to specific areas of choice). The
provider suggests those who intend to
use the facility regularly should go
online in advance to                                                         DONA and register
the card (they will also have the option
to complete a Gift Aid declaration).

  

The Reverend Christopher G. Colven (Rector)
The Reverend Canon Stuart Wilson

The Reverend Mark Elliott Smith (in residence)
Telephone: 020 7935 0943

Email: spanishplace@sjrcc.org.uk             Web:                        www.sjrcc.org.uk 

TODAY’S LITURGY

Acts 1:15-17,20-26
We must choose one of these
to be a witness to his resurrection with us.

The Lord
has set his sway in heaven.

I John 4:11-16
Anyone who lives in love lives in God,
and God lives in him.

St John 17:11-19
That they may be one like us!

SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
16th May 2021

Click the                                                      link here for all streamed events
Readings (and other material) can be found at                           Universalis 

Music at 10.30am

Missa Ascendens
Christum in altum

Victoria

Ascendo ad Patrem meum
Palestrina

Caelos ascendit hodie
Stanford

March
on a theme of Handel

Guilmant
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The Rector writes .  . . . . .
    “The mystery of faith” is a phrase we hear in every celebration of the
Mass It is a reminder that our understanding of our Creator can only ever
be nuanced and limited: “the mystery remains intact: in the very fact of
knowing God it escapes our grasp, and infinitely surpasses our
knowledge” (Jacques Maritain). We have to try to find a vocabulary to
express the things of God but always with the proviso that our imagination
cannot do other than fall short of the reality. “In speaking of the infinite, we
must be prepared for concepts made to measure for the finite to be a poor
fit” (Aidan Nichols). To be a Christian is necessarily to realise that many
of our questions must remain unanswered while holding to the conviction
that God chooses to reveal enough of himself to guide us through this life
towards the eternal communion of his presence. However, it does not
follow that because we do not have all the answers that we have none.
“When we are one with the Son, and lovingly turn towards our Beginning,
then we hear the voice of the Father, touching us and drawing us inwards”
(Jan van Ruysbroeck).

    Nowhere is the sense of mystery deeper than when we reflect on how in
becoming the Son of Mary, God’s own Son inhabits our time and space –
the infinite opting to become finite – and how in his Ascension he then
steps back out of our time and space. A hymn by Charles Wesley expresses
the paradox: “See! the heaven its Lord receives, yet he loves the earth he
leaves; though returning to his throne, still he calls mankind his own”.
Perhaps the key to understanding something of this Glorious Mystery lies
in the appearance of the risen Christ to Sant Thomas. When Jesus invites
the Doubting Disciple to touch the wounds in his hands and side (John
20:24) we understand that his glorified flesh, which now transcends its
previous limitations, is still marked by the scars of the passion it has
suffered. The body which is withdrawn from the sight and experience of
the Twelve contains within itself wounds that will never be erased: they are
part of the human history of Jesus and they remain within the eternal
experience of the Godhead. “There is no place where earth’s sorrows are
more felt than up in heaven: there is no place where earth’s failings have
such kindly judgement given” (Father Faber).

    Saint Luke records that as Jesus blessed his friends: “he withdrew from
them and was carried up to heaven”.  In the previous forty days the risen
Lord had appeared to them in a number of different venues and differing
ways but it is clear from the text that this was a definitive moment.
Farewells are never easy and this one must have been all the harder
because it was, literally, the point of no return.  It is then something of a
surprise to learn that the Disciples: “went back to Jerusalem full of joy”.
Clearly, they knew something which more than compensated for their
natural disappointment and led them see Jesus’ disappearance as a  

preliminary to an event of enormous significance.  That “something” was the
promise of the Holy Spirit: “I must tell you the truth: it is for your own good
that I am going because unless I go, the Advocate will not come to you, but
if I do go I will send him to you” (John 16:7).  The Letter to the Ephesians
says that Christ ascended in order “that he might fill all things” (4:10)  and
although they could not, at this stage, have known what was entailed his
Disciples were content to take Jesus at his word and await the coming of the
Spirit who would lead them into the fullness of truth..

    The authenticity of the human life that Jesus had assumed meant that it
could not be extended indefinitely: the Ascension is the necessary
culmination of the Incarnation. Saint Ambrose comments: “it was not merely
one man, but the whole world which entered”. In the mystery of Christ’s
return to his Father a two-way process is begun. On the one hand, the Holy
Spirit guarantees Jesus’s presence in this world as both universal and
timeless, while on the other, the doors of heaven are wedged open so that
where the Shepherd leads each of the flock may now follow. That the
glorified and ascended Lord retains the wounds of crucifixion – scored
deeply into his psyche as well as his flesh – offers our struggling humanity
an empathetic understanding which should give us cause for hope. “We stand
within the movement of ascension, the lifting up of human life to God, and it
is only within this movement that the Spirit will come  upon us” (Aidan
Nichols).

Christopher Colven

NOTICES

This Sunday at 4pm, another group of our children (a dozen on this occasion)
will be receiving their First Holy Communion. In all, this year’s cohort is just
on forty and they are being spread over the Sundays of May (next Sunday
being the one exception) so as to maintain social distancing.  In some ways,
it is sad not to have a single, large celebration for them but in the smaller
number does allow for a more personal concentration. Please keep the
children and their families in your prayers. 

As Saint James’s Day (25th July) falls on a Sunday this year it makes this a
Holy Year in Santiago. We shall begin our own celebration of our Patron with
a Solemn Mass at Midday on Saturday 24th at which the celebrant and
preacher will be the Archbishop. Cardinal Nichols has written to say that the
last occasion he came to us was for the funeral of Father Kavanagh, and that
he looks forward to being at Spanish Place in happier circumstances.

Please pray for the soul of Jose-Joaquin Puig de la Bellacasa Aznar who
has died of Coronavirus in a Madrid hospital aged 89. He was a former
Spanish Ambassador to the UK from 1983-1990 and had been responsible
for organising Pope Saint John Paul II’s first visit to Spain in 1982. RIP

  


